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Alabama Science Scholar Search

Gorgas Scholarship Competition

2011-2012 Entry Form

All entries for the must be received by 5:00 p.m. CT on Monday January 9, 2012, at the office of the Chair, Dr. Ellen Buckner, 4064 HAHN Building, College of Nursing, University of South Alabama

Mobile, AL 36688. One complete paper copy should be sent by regular mail. Entries should be tracked through the mail service so the entrant can confirm that it has been delivered. An electronic copy of the research report should be sent by e-mail to Dr. Buckner at ebuckner@usouthal.edu . An e-mail reply will be sent acknowledging receipt of the electronic submission. 

Finalists will be notified in February 2012. All finalists are expected to participate in the final judging at Tuskegee University, Tuskegee, AL, from February 23-24, 2012. Expenses of final competition are paid by Gorgas Program. Submission of an entry implies student’s commitment to participate in the final judging.
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Alabama Science Scholar Search and Gorgas Scholarship Competition
Contact Information Sheet

(Print Legibly/Type)

Name: ________________________________________________________________________

Title of Research Report:  


Field of Scientific Research ________________________________________________________

I certify that all the information given above is correct to the best of my knowledge and belief; that the research report I am submitting is my own individual work and does not represent the work of a student team. I agree to accept the decision of the judges as final and understand that my complete entry form and research report will not be returned to me but shall become the sole and confidential property of the Gorgas Scholarship Competition. I also agree to permit the Gorgas Scholarship Competition to use all information contained in my entry form in any way for publicity purposes. I certify that I have read and fully understood the information contained in the entry form; that I have complied with all of the rules and meet the eligibility requirements for submitting an entry to the Alabama Science Scholar Search and Gorgas Scholarship Competition.

Signature of Student  
  Date  


Student Name ____________________________________________________________

Home Address ____________________________________________________________

Phone  __________________________________________________________________

E-mail __________________________________________________________________

County of Residence _______________________________________________________

Country of Birth __________________________________________________________

Citizenship ______________________________________________________________

Gender: Male _____  Female _____  Date of Birth _______________________________

High School (Current) _______________________________________________________

High School Address ________________________________________________________

High School Phone _________________________________________________________

Principal’s Name and Phone __________________________________________________

Teacher/Sponsor Name and Phone _____________________________________________

Teacher/Sponsor E-mail _____________________________________________________

Other High Schools Attended (Include location) ___________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Alabama Science Scholar Search and Gorgas Scholarship Competition
Teacher/Sponsor Recommendation Form

Entrants must have one Teacher/Sponsor recommendation form submitted by a teacher or advisor who has known and worked with the student and feels qualified to recommend the student. Another form will be submitted by the supervising scientist. No other recommendations are needed. 

Teachers/Sponsor should address the following questions below or in a signed letter on letterhead stationery and attach it to this form (making sure the student name is included). The completed recommendation should be given to the student in a sealed envelope so the student may send it with the Entry Form. 

1. How long have you known this student and in what capacity? How does this student compare to students you have known during your teaching career?

2. Please summarize your observations that would be useful to the judges in evaluating the student’s potential for contribution to science. These may include (but are not restricted to) scientific attitude, independence, initiative, originality, creativity, ability to improvise, problem-solving ability, and work ethic. (Please be specific and give examples.)

3. Does the student have particular strengths in areas such as peer relationships, extracurricular activities, family or community life? Does the student have any principal weakness?

4. To what extent is the research the work of the student? Did he/she do all that is claimed in the research report and on this Entry Form? If the work was developed with others describe the collaboration and the student’s role. (Note a supervising scientist’s form may also be required.) 

Student’s Name


Name of Teacher or Sponsor (Print or type)
Position

Home Address                                                           City                                     State                Zip

(           )
(           )
________________________

Home Telephone
Work Telephone

(           )




Fax Number 
  E-mail 

Signature of Teacher or Advisor
                                       Date

Alabama Science Scholar Search and Gorgas Scholarship Competition
Secondary School Record

Instructions to school staff: Please place this page and the official transcript in a sealed envelope for the student to send in with their Entry Form. 

Only high school seniors may enter the Alabama Science Scholar Search and Gorgas Scholarship Competition: 

What is this student's expected date of graduation? 

   




Month
Year

I certify that the information given above and the enclosed secondary school records are correct for:

Name of Student (Please type or print)

Name of Counselor/Principal (Please type or print) 
Phone Number

Original Signature of Counselor/Principal 
Date

Alabama Science Scholar Search and Gorgas Scholarship Competition

Supervising Scientist Form
If a student does any substantial research in a scientist's laboratory, these questions must be answered by the scientist.  If the student’s project involved the use of non-human vertebrate animals or tissue, the supervising scientist is also required to complete and sign the additional approval form below.   For projects involving human participants, the IRB approval must be signed as indicated. 

1.
How did the student get the idea for his/her project? If it was part of an ongoing project, describe how the student’s work was part of or differed from the overall project.

2.
Did the student work on the project as part of a team or a group and what was the student's role on the team? What was your role in supervising or mentoring the student? 

3.
How independently did the student work on the project? What parts did the student do on his/her own, and on which parts did he/she receive help (in the design, choice of methods, use of equipment, gathering data, analysis and conclusions, etc.)?
4.
What did the student do that showed creativity? Please give examples? 

5.
What was the duration of the student’s research program at your institution ( number of hours per session, number of weeks, full-time vs. part-time, etc.)? 

6.
Did the student complete any special training or participate in human or animal protection training prior to initiating the project? Please describe. 

7.  Additional Comments:

Reminder:  Projects involving the use of human subjects or non-human vertebrate animals or tissue require the appropriate approval forms and signatures of supervising scientists.


(           )


Name of Supervising Scientist (please type or print) 
Telephone Number



(           )


Signature
Title 
Fax Number

Institution 
E-mail 
Date

Supervising Teacher or Scientist Additional Approval Forms
Alabama Science Scholar Search and Gorgas Scholarship Competition

VERTEBRATE ANIMAL APPROVAL FORM

REQUIRED FOR BEHAVIORAL NON-HUMAN VERTEBRATE ANIMAL PROJECTS 

OR VERTEBRATE ANIMAL OR HUMAN TISSUE STUDIES

This form must be submitted for any vertebrate animal project, including human tissue studies. It is to be completed and signed by the supervising scientist attesting to compliance with the non-human vertebrate animal project rule. The rules for these projects are published in the Rules & Regulations booklet at http://www.sciserv.org/isef/primer/rules_regulations.asp. Projects outside of these requirements are subject to disqualification.

The student’s project involved (Please check one): ( Non-human Behavioral Research   or ( Vertebrate Animal Tissue (including human)

To be completed by the supervising scientist for the project. Please complete either A or B and sign below.

A.
Behavioral Projects:

1.
List the genus, species and common name of animal(s) involved in the project.

2.
Where was the study conducted?

3.
Describe, in detail, the student's interaction with the animals.

B.
Vertebrate Animal or Human Tissue Projects:

1. List the genus, species, common name and tissue(s) or organ(s) of the animal(s) involved in the project.

2. Please provide information regarding the vertebrate study from which the tissue was obtained. Include the name of the research institution, the title of the study, the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee approval number and date of approval (where applicable). Human tissue studies where the tissue samples can be identified with a specific person must have IRB review and informed consent. 

3. Please read the following and sign below:

I verify that the student worked solely with non-living materials that were supplied to him/her by myself or qualified personnel from the laboratory; and that the animals used were sacrificed for a purpose other than the student's research.



(           )

Signature 
Title 
Telephone Number



(           )

Name of Supervising Scientist (please type or print) 

Fax Number

Institution 
E-mail 
Date

Supervising Teacher or Scientist Additional Approval Forms
Alabama Science Scholar Search and Gorgas Scholarship Competition

INSTITUTIONAL REVIEW BOARD (IRB) APPROVAL FORM*

FOR PROJECTS INVOLVING HUMAN PARTICIPANTS

The rules for these projects are published in the Rules & Regulations booklet at http://www.sciserv.org/isef/primer/rules_regulations.asp.

Student's Name_____________________________________________ 

Student's High School _______________________________________

Name, address and telephone number of institution providing approval: _________________________________________________________

A. Explain why human subjects are proposed or necessary for this project.

B. Describe and assess any potential risk (physical, psychological, social, legal, or other).

C. Describe consent procedures to be followed and attach a sample of the completed Informed 

     Consent Form used or ( check here if not applicable

D. Describe procedures to minimize risks.

E. Describe benefits to the individual or society.

F. Explain how the benefits exceed the risks.

G. Approved by Institutional Review Board (IRB) (To be completed by the IRB prior to experimentation; a minimum of 3 members required, one science teacher, one health related professional and one administrator)

 ( No more than minimal risk involved

             ( More than minimal risk involved (Informed Consent Statements required)

* If the institution approving this project has a different form that contains essentially this same information, the institution's form may be used.

a. Scientist/Science Teacher:

b. Physician/Psychiatrist/Physician’s Assistant/Licensed Psychologist/Registered 

Nurse/Licensed Social Worker: (circle one) 

c. School Administrator (preferably Principal or Vice Principal):

______________________________________________________________________________

Member of IRB’s Printed Name 


Signature 

       Date of Approval

______________________________________________________________________________

Member of IRB’s Printed Name 


Signature 

       Date of Approval

______________________________________________________________________________Member of IRB’s Printed Name 


Signature 

       Date of Approval
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