
Alabama Science Scholar Search and Gorgas Scholarship Competition

2011-2012
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

1. Any student who is enrolled in and attending their last year of secondary school (public, private, or parochial) in Alabama or is an Alabama resident studying abroad may enter. 
2. Entrants are expected to complete college entrance qualifications before October 1, 2012. An official of the student’s high school should verify this by signing the transcript verification in the entry form. 

3. Finalists are expected to be present for the final judging usually held in conjunction with the annual meeting of the Alabama Academy of Science in February, March or April at a college or university in Alabama. 

ENTRY RULES

1.
Each student may submit only one entry.  There is no time limit on the length of research.

2.
The research project must be the work of a single student.  Student group or team projects are not eligible.

3.
Each student’s report, including title page, text, and all appendices, tables/charts, etc., may not exceed 20 pages total.  Students should select a report format that suits their research.  At their discretion, judges may disqualify reports that exceed the 20-page limit.

All parts of the report must be submitted on 8 ½ X 11 inch single-sided paper. Reports should have at least a one-inch margin and should be double-spaced in an easily legible font of 12 pt., minimum. Records and proceedings remain the sole property of the Gorgas Scholarship Program.

The research report must also be submitted electronically by e-mail to the Chair, Dr. Ellen Buckner at ebuckner@usouthal.edu. Please put the phrase “Gorgas Entry” in the subject line. A reply acknowledging receipt of the e-mail copy will be sent. If you do not receive an e-mail acknowledgement within 24 hours, please re-send your material. Electronic copy of the research report may be submitted by judges to a commercial service to screen for plagiarism or use without attribution. BOTH paper copy and electronic copy must be received by the deadline date, January 9, 2012. 

4.    Each entry must include a completed Entry Form.  These materials may be submitted from different sources as follows: 

a) For students entering the Intel national Science Talent Search, please make a Xerox copy of your application package and forward it to the Chair of the Alabama Science Scholar Search and Gorgas Scholarship Competition at the above address. Separate sealed copies of the high school transcript and teacher recommendation must accompany the entry form. 

b) For students entering other competitions, please contact the Chair to determine what parts may be submitted from other competition packages. 

c) For students entering ONLY the Alabama Science Scholar Search and Gorgas Scholarship Competition, the entry form specific to this competition follows.
d) ALL Entrants must send an electronic copy of the research report by e-mail to the Chair at ebuckner@usouthal.edu deadline date. Please put the phrase “Gorgas Entry” in the subject line. A reply acknowledging receipt of the e-mail copy will be sent. Electronic papers may be submitted to a commercial service to screen for plagiarism or use without citation. BOTH paper copy and electronic copy must be received by the deadline date, January 9, 2012. 

5. A student who attended a summer institute, pre-college student research program, or worked in a scientist’s laboratory, and who based his or her research project on that experience, must have the supervising scientist complete the appropriate part the Entry Form giving an explanatory description and evidence of the student’s independent work and creativity in the project.

6. 
Projects involving live animal observation studies in their natural environment that are non-invasive and non-intrusive (observational, behavioral) that do not affect an animal’s health or well-being by causing stress, discomfort, or pain; and that preclude student from physical contact with the animal(s)may be eligible. No projects involving live non-human vertebrate animal experimentation will be eligible. Projects being conducted in a registered institution/laboratory where animal experimentation is taking place and in which the student works only with non-living material (e.g., tissue, blood) that has been supplied to the student by the supervising scientist; and the animal(s) involved is sacrificed for a purpose other than the research being done by the student may be eligible. In all non-human vertebrate animal projects the supervising scientist MUST complete the Additional approval form for animals and tissues, which attests to compliance with the above rule. The rules for these projects are published in the Rules & Regulations booklet at: http://www.sciserv.org/isef/primer/rules_regulations.asp.  Projects outside of these requirements are subject to disqualification.
7.
All research involving human participants must be reviewed and approved by an appropriate Institutional Review Board (IRB) prior to the start of research.

It is incumbent upon the student researcher and newly-forming Institutional Review Boards to consult authoritative resources on human subject study guidelines. Ongoing education in proper research methodology and risk/benefit determination is paramount. Student researchers should weigh all factors when considering research in human behavior or biomedical research; protection for themselves and their subjects from risk should be a primary consideration. 

Completion of the on-line certificate-granting training at http://ohsr.od.nih.gov is strongly recommended for students prior to planning any human subject study and for new high school IRB’s or any new IRB members. Resources may be found at websites:  http://ohrp.osophs.dhhs.gov/polasur.htm and http://www.nih.gov/sigs/bioethics/IRB.html.

8. There is no limit to the amount of time that a student has committed to her or his project and multi-year projects are encouraged. 
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